The New Face
of Education

HOW HOMESCHOOLING GOES FROM
COUNTERCULTURE TO MAINSTREAM

Jeannie is a wonderful, caring educator. She provides
valuable guidance for both parent and child. Our
homeschooling experience this year exceeded our
expectations and we owe much of the success to Jeannie.

—NMelanie & Sophie, Homeschool Mom and Student
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For my two children, Brinn and Kyle, who have taught me
that great things are born from tiny sparks of inspiration.



“If a child can’t learn the way we teach,
maybe we should teach the way they learn.”

~ Ignacio Estrada
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Intro duc tion

“It is, in fact, nothing short of a miracle that the modern
methods of instruction have not yet entirely strangled the holy
curiosity of inquiry; for this delicate little plant, aside from
stimulation, stands mainly in need of freedom.”

~ Albert Einstein

Homeschooling your child was practically unheard of fifty years ago.
Back then, parents who were dedicated to homeschooling actually put
themselves at great risk to do so because it was not yet legal in in every
state. Not only that, but the unscrupulous eye of the general public
categorized homeschoolers of the 60’s and 70’s as either belonging to
some ultra-conservative religious order or to some kind of hippie cult.
Either way, it was considered extreme and therefore not widely accepted
or embraced.

At that time, all homeschoolers were looked upon as being so far removed

from normal society that well-meaning parents could not take their
children outside of the home during regular school hours without fear
of being accused of truancy and brought up on charges of neglect. The
prejudice that surrounded homeschooling back then forced parents and
families to maintain lives of isolation; simply because they saw a better
way to teach their children and they were not afraid to do so.

Homeschooling has changed a lot over the last few decades, and we owe

many of those changes to dedicated parents who were not afraid to stand
up for their right to educate their children in a way that made sense to
them. As a result of their courage and perseverance, homeschooling has
finally begun to be given the respect and the attention that it deserves



from lawmakers and politicians, alike, and because of this it is now a
viable legal option for all parents across America and in many
countries all over the world.

The beauty of homeschooling is its flexibility. Homeschooled children

do not receive a prepackaged, one-size-fits-all education. Quite the
contrary, kids who are homeschooled receive a tailor made education;
one that suits them and their unique needs, making it far easier for
them to learn and grasp necessary information in far less time than the
average public or private school student.

Homeschoolers excel at their own pace and they have the freedom to

engage in activities that interest them far more often than kids who
spend their days in school. In addition, homeschooling lends much to
the family unit itself, building trust and respect between parents and
children. It is safe to say that this is one area in which the structure of
public school and the physical and emotional distance that it places
upon families simply does not measure up.

Homeschooling your children has definite advantages, all of which

will be covered in the pages that follow. If you have ever considered
homeschooling your children as an alternative to public or private
school, then this book is for you. The following chapters will address
many of the pertinent questions that curious parents just like you are
asking:

[ Is homeschooling better than public school?

[ Am I smart enough to homeschool my children?

[ Can I afford to homeschool?

[ Is homeschooling legal?

[ What about socialization?

[l What about Reading, Math and Science?

0 What about Athletics, Band, Prom, Graduation, etc.?
[l What about College?

[ Can I homeschool as a single parent?

[0 What if I work full time?



You will find the answers to all of these questions and many more in
this book. If you are wondering whether or not you can homeschool
your children, then let me assure you that you can, and my job is to
show you how. You don’t have to have a background in education or a
college degree in order to provide your child with the skills that they
will need to succeed in college and throughout life. In fact, you can
successfully homeschool your children even if you do not have a high
school diploma.

Homeschooling is possible no matter where you live, how much money

you make or what the dynamics of your particular family look like. It

is this degree of flexibility that allows people from all walks of life to
teach their kids at home and find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding
experience for their families.

This book will put your fears to rest and give you the confidence to

homeschool your children once you have made the decision to do so.
This book will show you that you are not alone and that you have at
your disposal everything that it takes to provide your children with an
alternative to public or private education that will suit their needs as

well
as the needs of your entire family. And you can do it no matter your
budget, time constraints or educational background.

This book will mainly focus on the public school system, however, other

forms of education, including private school, are clustered within the
discussions throughout this book. My intention is to focus on the typical
rigid school setting verses that of a free homeschooling setting. These
typical school settings can be found in both public and private schools.
In recent years we have seen an influx in students coming from private
schools to homeschooling programs due to the rigorous school work
load. My hope is that you will see that there are other options to typical
school. You are not stuck to conform to just one or two options.
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